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contrary, these big aggregations are an inevitable develop-
ment of modern industrialism, and the effort to destroy
them would be futile unless accomplished in ways that
would work the utmost mischief to the entire body politic.
"We can do nothing of good in the way of regulating and
supervising these corporations until we fix clearly in our
minds that we are not attacking the corporations, but en-
deavoring to do away with any evil in them. We are not
hostile to them; we are merely determined that they shall
be so handled as to subserve the public good. We draw the
line against misconduct, not against wealth. Publicity can
do no harm to the honest corporation; and we need not be
over-tender about sparing the dishonest corporation."

To the Eev. Dr. W. S. Eainsford, of New York, who wrote
him a letter criticizing the trust portions of his message
as lacking in specific remedies, he replied, December 27,
1902:

"I thank you for your letter. You say it is difficult for
the politicians in Washington to understand what is needed
and not to be timid. I agree with you. But one of my
main difficulties arises from the fact that thoroughly good
outsiders do not understand what is possible to do or indeed
what is done. I am glad you wrote frankly about my mes-
sage. I know you expect me to write with equal frankness
in return. Your letter was a genuine disappointment to
me, because it showed you had misunderstood what most
emphatically no man has a right to misunderstand. My
message was absolutely clear. I spoke of the need of
publicity. But are you aware that to make publicity an
issue is mere nonsense unless I frame legislation which will
give us a chance to get it! Are you aware also of the ex-
treme unwisdom of my irritating Congress by fixing the
details of a bill, concerning which they are very sensitive,
instead of laying down a general policy! I said in my mes-
sage just what I had said in my speeches, only I used the
phraseology appropriate to the occasion. I went over
every word with Attorney General Knox and went just as